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John Singer Sargent (1856-1925)
Metropolitan Museum, New York Qil on canvas
Gift of Mrs. Edward Robinson, 1931



eigenes Foto Schloss Neubeuern

This portrait is of the esteemed director of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts -- Edward Robinson
who was appointed director in 1902.

It is the same Edward Robinson who would later strike the deal with Sargent (1916) to buy Madame
X for the Metropolitan Museum in New York. John had known Edward since the 1890's when
Edward was working at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts as a curator of classical antiquities. And it
was Edward that spearheaded the fund drive for continuation of the Boston Public Library murals
after its first instillation in 1895. By 1902 Edward had moved up to Director. In '05 he left Boston to
become the Assistant Director of the Met; and would become Director of the Met in 1910. He would
serve in this capacity for a long twenty-one years.

For an artist, Edward was a powerful and influential man to know and was clearly a friend in John's
corner. In many ways Sargent gives us a portrait paying homage to this powerful man -- a mover-and
shaker in his world. Robinson must have loved his portrait.

Directors of the Metropolitan Museum
Luigi Palma di Cesnola (1879 - 1904)

Edward Robinson (1910 — 1931)

Herbert Winlock

Francis Henry Taylor

James J. Rorimer (* 1905; T 11. Mai 1966) 1955 - 11. Mai 1966
Thomas P. F. Hoving (* 15. Januar 1931) 17. Mérz 1967 - 30. Juni 1977
Philippe de Montebello (* 1936 Paris) seit 1978

Zu dem Gastebuch vom 28.

Hier finde ich amerikanische Freunde von Onkel Jan. Die ersten heilRen Robinson, Eduard und
Elisabeth. Er hat wohl ein Studium der Kunsthistorik gemacht und wurde spéter Direktor des
Metropolitan Museums in New York City.



Ich lernte sie beide im SchloR kennen und sollte sie Uncle Ned und Aunt Elisabeth nennen. Er
war schmal und sehr korrekt angezogen, sie war eher rundlich und erschien abends in schénen,
japanischen Kimonos. Als sie horten, dass ich eine Reise in die Vereinigten Staaten vorhatte luden
sie mich ein in ihrem hilbschen Haus am Gransarcy Park in Manhatten ihr Gast zu sein. So fing
meine Amerikareise besonders angenehm an. Uber die Tage bei Robinsons habe ich in meinen
Memoiren erzéhlt.

Erinnerungen Marie-Therese Miller-Degenfeld

BULLETIK OF THE METROPOLITAK MUSEUM OF ART

an advisoey Trostes, an office which he held
at the time of his death, and, despite his
change of residence, he constantly main-
tained 5 decp intersst i all Museum allairs.

M MEMORIAM
EDWARD ROBINSON

Edward Rabimson, for twenty wears
[irector of the Metropolitan Musesm, and
for gwenty-live years inits servce, died on
the marmmg af April £8.

Barn in Bastom and gradoated from Har-
ward, Mr, Robinson carly became a student
gf clasiscal antiquities, and spent same
vears after s graduation m the study of
classizal archaenkogy in European mussums
and in Greece igself. In 3885 he became
Cuorator of Classical Antiguities in the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and in 1oz
director of that museam

In 1gos lw came 10 the Metropalitan
Museum as Assistant Director and in s
upen the resignation of Sic Caspar Purden
Clarke he became i1 directoe. Duaring his
genly years of service as director the
Musewm has had a notable growdh m the
richmess of s art treasures and in the
variety and sgnificance of its activities, In
all this develapment Mr. Robinsan stoad
consistently for a high standard of taste
and of perfermance, while kending at the
wame time sympathetis akd o popular
ediscackin o art and jis rnr.:-.‘miq. The
Tristees remember with sincere app‘r{v_’ia-
tion both his professional service and his
persongl devetion, Always cowrteous and
hielpful, he maintained the best ieaditsons
of the scholar and of the teacher. [n grate
ful pemsembrance of these years of service
and of the sincere and deveted lile spent in
the work of this instimutien the Trosiees
hiavee recorded this minte in the records of
cheir meeting

ML following cxpression of the extent

af the service to the Museum of jts late
Director, Edward Robingan, and of the
esteetn and alfeztion in which he was held
by his assosiates s been prepared by the
Acting Dhrector, Joseph Broch

FEIWARIDY ROBIRSON

Edward Reobimson, LDhrector of The
Metropalican Museum of Arr sinee 1910,
died an Saturday, Aprl 18, at his home,
By Irving Place, after an iliness of several
manths. He was borm in Boston, Mavember
1, 1858, After graduating from Harvard in
187q, he spent five years in Europe in the
study of classical archasology. HWe began
his lang and distinguished muosoom capeer
as Curator of Classical Antiguities a1 the
Musewm of Fine Arts, Boston, a position he
held deam 1885 antil egoe, when he was
imade Director of that institution. In 1505
be resigned and became Assistant Director
amd Curator of Classical Art at The Metro=
palitan Museurn ol Art, beginning his
duties Jamuary 8, |-!pl.‘|. He was elecied
Crector of The Metropolitan Museum of
Art an Cetober 31, 1o

Dr. Rebinson was given the degree of
LLD. by the University of Aberdeen,
Secatland, in sgosg; of Lite.D. by Columbda
Lindversity inoagl s of Lt 12 by Princetan
Lnwversity in 1oy, He was created a
Kright of the Prussian Order of the Hed
Fagle, 3 Class, in rgoig; Commander of the
foval Cirder of George the First (of Greece)
in 1923; {ficer of the Royal Oeder of the
Polar Star {of Sweden) in 1gz7; Officer of
the Roval Order of the Star of Roumanta in
gz, He was a grusiee of the Amencan
Academy in Rome; & member of the Man-
aping Committee of the American School of
Classscal Studies in Athens: 2 Fellow ol he
Ammersean Academy of Ars ardd Sciences; a
member of the Council af the Archasolegi-
cal [nstitute of America and President of
the Mew York Chaprer; a director of the
American Federation of Ams; o trustee of
the Muscum of the Ciry of Mew York; and
a member of many other learned organizs-
tions,

In scholarship, Dr. Robinson®s attain-
ments weee of @ high ordes. During bis cu-
ratarship a2t the Muoseum of Fine Arts,
Bastan, the greater part of its classical col-
leckions was acquired, 2 face that bears wit-
ness pot anly to his excellence of judgment
and his fine sense of the beantiful bt alse
ta his unilagging eilforts to build op the cal-
Lectioms and make them representative of

il

Quellen:

http://www.jssgallery.org/paintings/10036.htm

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0026-
1521(193105)1%3A26%3A5%3C109%2B111%3AIMER%3E2.0.C0%3B2-V
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Museum_of_Art
http://www.jssgallery.org/Other_Artists/Richard_Morris_Hunt/Metropolitan_Museum_of_Art.htm
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Gasteblicher Band 111 Das Medium Frau Aidchen mit Julie und Jan von Wendelstadt

Text: Edward Robinson

In this picture the visitor may see a true and faithful word of the Mawels performed by the renowned
Medium, Frau Aidchen, as there were witnessed by those her expressed as well as by others, in the
castle of Neubeuern, in the month of August, 1897, - when, under the influence of this Medium, and
oft he spirits which controlled her tables were made to dance, and chairs to skip about, even while
they love the burden of a Person watched upon them. And, most astonishing of all, the Medium,
though her eyes were tightly closed, wrote with a pencil answers to questions asked not in a loud

voice, but silently, by those about her, so that she had no knowledge of them saw such as was given
her mysterious power-
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Gasteblicher Band 111

Edward Robinson August 19-28, 1897
Elisabeth Robinson

,»The Lady oft he Logic*

Philipp Brooks Robinson

I, who was always ...such...

I changed the colour of your eyes,
with envy.

Am now obliged with heavy sigh,,
and face ... to say good bye,

to you



